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Kendrick-Poerschke fund 
to support rel ig ion department 
Robert E. Poerschke '41 has established 
the Kendrick-Poerschke Memorial Fund 
i n  memory of his late wife, Katherine 
Kendrick Poerschke '45. 
Income from the fund will  be used 
by the Furman religion department to 
address the educational dimensions of 
ministry, especially of Christian churches 
but also of other religious traditions. 
Reflecting Robert Poerschke's ecu­
menical, interdisciplinary outlook, the 
fund's "statement of understanding" 
calls for " input from all denominations, 
from other religions, as well as from 
other disciplines." The department 
anticipates using the fund to underwrite 
lectures, workshops, writing projects 
and other programs. 
John Shelley, chair of the rel igion 
department, says, "This endowment 
honors Furman's Baptist heritage while 
encouraging serious conversations with 
other Christian denominations and other 
religious traditions. It's been fun getting 
acquainted with Bob and hearing his 
stories of Furman in the late thirties and 
early forties. We are again reminded 
that we are heirs of an extraordinary 
legacy carved out by faculty and 
students from earlier generations." 
The Kendrick-Poerschke Memorial 
Fund originally resided at Southeastern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, where 
the Poerschkes established the fund in 
the early 1 970s i n  memory of their 
parents. Recent changes i n  the semi­
nary's administration and outlook led 
Robert Poerschke to transfer the fund 
to Furman, where he thought his ecu­
menical and i nterfaith outlook would 
be more fully appreciated. 
After graduating from Furman, 
Poerschke earned a Th.M. degree at 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
in 1 944 and served as a Navy chaplain 
during the last year of World War II. 
After a year as director of religious 
activities at Furman, he served several 
churches in the Southeast. He went on 
to earn an Ed.D. degree from Columbia 
U niversity and, after joining the faculty 
at Southeastern Seminary in 1 966, 
served as professor of Christian 
education until his retirement in 1 990. 
He is a member of Furman's Alumni 
Association Board of Directors. 
Board elects four new members, 
including alumni Cullen, Ell ison 
Alumni David G .  Ellison '72 of Greenville 
and John D. Cullen '75 of Austin, Texas, 
were among four new members elected 
to the board of trustees this spring. 
They began their three-year terms in 
July, with each term renewable for up to 
six years. 
Also elected were Emilyn C. Sanders 
of Houston, Texas, and Robert H.  
Buckman of Memphis, Tenn. 
Ell ison, a former chair of the board, 
is associated with Northwestern Mutual 
Insurance. He has been president of the 
Alumni Association and the Paladin Club, 
and in 1 992 he was elected to the Athletic 
Hall of Fame. 
Sanders, who is also returning to 
the board, has been active in the Houston 
Museum of Art's Bayou Bend Docent 
Organization, the Dallas Museum of Art 
and many other civic and cultural 
organizations. She and her husband, 
Dan, are former chairs of the Furman 
Parents Council. 
Cullen, who previously served on 
the Furman Advisory Council, is 
president of the international radio 
division for Clear Channel Commu­
nications, the world's largest out-of­
home media company. Clear Channel 
International Radio owns or has equity 
interest in over 350 radio stations 
worldwide. 
Buckman chairs the executive com­
mittee of the board of Bulab Holdings, 
Inc.,  the holding company of Buckman 
Laboratories, a multinational chemical 
corporation which researches, develops, 
manufactures and markets chemical 
products for use i n  industrial water 
treatment, pulp and paper, leather and 
other industries. 
The Furman board also recognized 
outgoing trustees Larry D. Estridge '66, 
H. Neel Hipp '73, Wil l iam B. Howes '59 
and William R. Timmons, Jr. '49 for their 
service. Timmons completed his fifth 
term (25 years) as a trustee. 
Vecchio named 
chief consultant 
for AP history exam 
Over the next four years, Diane Vecchio, 
associate professor of history at Furman, 
will have a lot to say about whether high 
school students will receive college 
credit when they take the Advanced 
Placement (AP) examination in U.S. 
History. 
The College Board has named 
Vecchio the chief faculty consultant for 
the AP U.S. History test, which means 
she will  be responsible for overseeing 
the annual reading and scoring of the 
national exam. Successful completion 
of the AP exam al lows high school 
students to earn col lege-level credit. 
Vecchio began her four-year term as 
chief faculty consultant July 1 .  In 
addition to reviewing applications and 
making appointments for the faculty 
consultants who evaluate student work 
at the AP Reading, she will  set scoring 
standards, ensure the quality and 
consistency of the scoring, and set 
grades for all AP U.S. History students. 
She will  also contribute AP curriculum 
materials and represent the AP Program 
at teacher conferences and professional 
meetings. 
In 2000, more than 768,000 
secondary students pursued rigorous 
college-level AP courses and exami­
nations. Nearly 1 .3 mill ion examinations 
in 32 subjects were evaluated at the AP 
Reading by more than 4,800 faculty 
consultants from high schools and 
universities around the world. 
Vecchio, who came to Furman in 
1 996, previously taught at the University 
of Wisconsin and at Marquette 
University. A graduate of the State 
U niversity of New York (College at 
Cortland), she holds M.A. and Ph.D. 
degrees from Syracuse University. 
She is a member of the editorial 
board of The Italian American Review 
and treasurer of the Immigration and 
Ethnic History Society. Her book, Work, 
Family and Tradition: Italian Women in 
Urban America, 1900-1935, is currently 
under consideration at the U niversity of 
I l l inois Press. 
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